
 
 

Celebrate MLK Day:  
Peace Dove Inspirational Paper Weaving 
Inspired by the artistry of South Carolina basket maker Mary 
Jackson as well as the life and teachings of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk,  
if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do  
you have to keep moving forward.” 
–Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Peace Dove Inspirational Paper Weaving 
South Carolina basket maker Mary Jackson initially learned about making baskets from her mother  
and grandmother who taught her West African traditions handed down to them through generations.  
In addition to carrying on Gullah basketmaking traditions, Jackson is an innovator––creating new designs and 
adding contemporary elements. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a social activist and Baptist minister who played  
a key role in the American civil rights movement.  
 
Let’s create a weaving using Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes and Mary Jackson weaving techniques! 
 
Supplies 
Paper Dove, Paper Quote Strips, Scissors, Pen, Crayons, Glue  
 
Project Instructions 
1. Print out the dove drawing and the Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes. 
2. Read the Martin Luther King, Jr. quotes and inspirational messages.  
3. Color your peace dove with the crayons or other coloring materials. 
4. You can use one or more of the Martin Luther King, Jr quotes in  

your design––write them around the dove or anywhere in your design.  
5. Once you finish coloring, turn the paper over to the backside.  
6. Fold paper in half the long way––making the folded paper  

11 x 4 1/4 inches. 
7. Draw 12 lines from the folded end, starting at about 3/4 inch from the 

left side. Each line should be about 3/4 inch apart, and leave 3/4 inch 
on the right side. 

8. Do not draw lines to the end of the page––leave 1/2 inch from  
the bottom. 

9. Using scissors, cut along each line (with paper folded in half).  
Do not cut to the end of the paper, just to the end of the line.  

10. Unfold your paper, and turn it to the side with the dove drawing.  
11. Look at some of the quotes. Decide which ones you would like  

to weave into your peace dove. You will need 8-10 strips.  
12. Starting with one strip, start at the bottom of the paper––you can  

go right to left, or left to right, whichever direction is easiest.  
Take the strip OVER the first warp of paper, weaving under and  
over each section until you come to the end. 

13. Take the next strip, and start it the OPPOSITE way, at the same end  
you started on with the first strip. This time, go under the first warp  
of paper, then over, and under, over and under until you get to the end.  

14. Continue weaving your paper quote strips, starting the opposite way each  
time. Push the paper strips down as you weave, to get a tightly woven piece. 

15. Arrange the strips so certain inspirational words stand out.  
You can highlight some of the words by coloring them. 

16. Once you have finished your weaving, take the glue stick  
provided and glue down each end of each strip woven,  
so they stay in place. 

17. You are finished, and your woven peace dove is complete!  
 





 



 






