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Art City
An online journal about visual art, the urban landscape and design. Mary Louise
Schumacher, the Journal Sentinel's art and architecture critic, leads the
discussion and a community of writers contribute to the dialogue. 

Review of 'Heirlooms' show at the Racine Art
Museum

EMAIL  PRINT  | (0) COMMENTS

When I was a child I thought you had to be
wealthy to give or receive heirlooms – a
silver tea service, a portrait of a bearded
ancestor, a cameo brooch. I didn’t grow up
around any of those things, so there was
always a mystique surrounding the idea of
Passing Things Down.

It’s an idea that life disabused me of, but I
hadn’t put much thought into why until
seeing “Twenty­First Century Heirlooms” at
the Racine Art Museum. I love the way this
show has since wormed its way into my
thinking about values and valuables, and
also about what we choose to do with the
things we inherit.

Lena Vigna, RAM’s curator of exhibitions,
has assembled works from 26 artists in

many kinds of media. At first glance, some of the pieces feel like a straightforward exercise in re­interpreting
something traditional. But the best of them sneak up on you with inferences. Two examples are emiko oye’s and
Ashley Buchanan’s interpretations of ornate of jewelry ­­ the kind, as a child, I might imagine inheriting from a
wealthy dowager great­aunt if I had one. When oye works LEGO pieces into her necklaces and Buchanan distills
strands of jewels into silhouettes of the real things, they get me thinking about changing definitions of femininity
and craftsmanship, and they underscore the enduring power of jewelry to suggest privilege and aspiration.

I found myself thinking a lot about privilege as I viewed this show.
Beth Lipman’s fragile blown­glass still life speaks to the genteel class,
Stacey Lee Webber’s tools forged from coins speak to the working
class – the first fragile and decorative, the second sturdy and
practical. One passes down what one can, and without being sure it
will endure.

“How the past influences the present comes up with me all the time,” Vigna told me in a phone interview. As she
chose items for this show she was aware that there were many different entry points – jewelry, jugs, bowls,
clothing, paper, vessels, glass, even money – but it all boiled down to a personal response to something in the
past. One person’s “heirloom” might by another’s Goodwill Store donation but, Vigna pointed out, there’s value in
wondering about the disconnect.

Several artists re­assemble or re­think actual objects from the past, such as Donna Sharrett’s collages pieced
together from items belonging to a deceased brother and Mary Smull’s unfinished needlepoints. The first is a
touching, talisman­like tribute to a loved one, the second a small but tragic reminder of good intentions gone
astray.
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Others use very old techniques and forms to say something very

here­and­now – a personal favorite in this camp is “2nd Amendment

Squirrel,” by an artist who’s expert in reproducing 17th­ and 18th­
century ceramics. Michelle Erickson’s squirrel­shaped flask could
almost come straight from a museum display case, except that it’s
toting a machine gun.

“Twenty­First Century Heirlooms” is filled with well­executed items by
skilled artists and artisans, many of them lovely and some of them
provocative. It is also a bit like a haunted house ­­ full of ghosts from
the past and associations that can jump out of dark corners. My
favorite artists in this show worked in those dark corners, coming to
terms with something the past had either given or taken, unbidden.
They couldn’t control what was handed down to them, but they could
control what they did with it.

That’s ultimately a reassurance. As Vigna put it: “The past isn’t a
weight. It’s a resource.”

“Twenty­First Century Heirlooms” is on view until Sept.15. The Racine
Art Museum is at 441 Main St., Racine. It’s open daily and admission is $5 for adults. See our photo gallery of
images from the show. For more information visit www.RAM.org.

Diane Bacha is a publisher at Kalmbach Publishing and a regular Art City contributor. Image: Art City contributors
Diane Bacha and Jessica Z Schafer, a marketing specialist at the Racine Art Museum, look at the exhibit. Photo by
Mary Louise Schumacher. 

Comments (0) 
Tags: Racine Art Museum; Diane Bacha 
Permalink | Email This Blog

Art City Looks:
Jessica Steeber

Art City Looks:
Lonnie Turner

Art City Looks:
Reggie Baylor

Page 1 of 4
 

E­mail Newsletter
Keep up with the art scene and trends in urban
design with art and architecture critic Mary Louise
Schumacher. Every week, you'll get the latest
reviews, musings on architecture and her picks for
what to do on the weekends.

enter your e-mail address

Sign Up Now!
Enter your e­mail address above and click "Sign
Up Now!" to begin receiving your e­mail newsletter

Login or Register to manage all your newsletter
preferences.

VIDEOSVIDEOS

  

 

IN THE MAKINGIN THE MAKING

Artists tell why and how they make art

ENTERTAINMENT BLOGSENTERTAINMENT BLOGS

The Dudek Abides 
Day 48: Behind Time Warner claim that
Channel 4 gave up dial location

Art City 
Review of 'Heirlooms' show at the Racine
Art Museum

Tuned In 
Top of the charts: Katy Perry roars to
number one

On Tap Today 

Recommend 2 people recommend this. Be the
first of your friends.

Sort by  Newest first Comment threads per page: 10 | 20 | 50

Welcome to our commenting system. Before you dive in, please note the following:

You can log in to this system either through Facebook or using your JSOnline public profile. Please note that
your public profile login will be different than your JS Everywhere login.
You can personalize your public profile with a photo. You can also use that profile to sign up for email
newsletters and alerts.
While we strive for a lively and vigorous debate of the issues, we do not tolerate name calling, foul language
or other inappropriate behavior. Please see our discussion guidelines and terms of use for more information.
While we do our best to moderate comments, we do not screen comments before they are posted. If you see
a comment that violates our guidelines, please use the "Report Abuse" link to notify us of the issue.
We reserve the right to close commenting on specific stories.

Please login to post a comment.

0 COMMENTS Login | Create account

http://www.jsonline.com/entertainment/multimedia/photos/216588531.html
http://www.ram.org/
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/artcity.html?tag=Racine+Art+Museum%3B+Diane+Bacha
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222915891.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222915891.html#
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bcplid=194014079001&bctid=2560206374001
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bcplid=194014079001&bctid=2560229455001
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bcplid=194014079001&bctid=2542038562001
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/dudek.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/artcity.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/tunedin.html
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=login&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=reg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html
http://www.jsonline.com/graphics/multimedia/media/jan08/inthemaking/
http://www.jsonline.com/graphics/multimedia/media/jan08/inthemaking/
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/dudek.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222951671.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/artcity.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222915891.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/tunedin.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222892251.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/OnTapToday.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222915891.html#!page=1&viewAll=0&sort=oldestfirst&pageSize=10
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222915891.html#!page=1&viewAll=0&sort=oldestfirst&pageSize=20
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222915891.html#!page=1&viewAll=0&sort=oldestfirst&pageSize=50
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=login&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html%3Fpage%3D1
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=login&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html%3Fpage%3D1
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=editReg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html%3Fpage%3D1
http://www.jsonline.com/discussionguidelines
http://www.jsonline.com/termsofuse
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=login&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html%3Fpage%3D1
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=login&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html%3Fpage%3D1
http://www.jsonline.com/s?action=reg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fblogs%2Fentertainment%2F222915891.html%3Fpage%3D1
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bcplid=194014079001&bctid=2560206374001
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bcplid=194014079001&bctid=2560229455001
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bcplid=194014079001&bctid=2542038562001


September 2013
August 2013
July 2013
June 2013
May 2013
April 2013
March 2013
February 2013
January 2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006

On Tap Today: Finding a cool one, or a
cool place, for the last hot days of the year

MKE Diner 
Deals at 31 restaurants for 10 Days in
Tosa, which kicks off Monday

Those Hip­Hop Guys 
Eddie Murphy makes terrible reggae song
with Snoop Lion  (1)

Recommended Reading 
Venting 'unpopular' opinions on Twitter

Advertisement

ARCHIVESARCHIVES

Advertisement

Watchdog Report

Fraud an issue with
public assistance

Video

Packers­49ers play of
the game

Bob McGinn

Packers beef up
chances with changes

James E. Causey

Acceptance is part of
the cure

Tom Haudricourt

Many Brewers
prospects saw time

Weekend Getaway

Museum a railroad
buff’s treasure

Elsewhere on JSOnline

JSOnline | MyCommunityNOW | Living Lake Country | Metroparent Magazine | Today's TMJ4 | Newsradio 620 | 94.5 Lake FM
UPDATED PRIVACY POLICY/YOUR CALIFORNIA PRIVACY RIGHTS 

| Updated Terms of Use | Contact Us | Journal Careers | Subscription Services | Place an Ad | About Our Ads | Advertise with Us | PR Hub
© 2013, Journal Sentinel Inc. All rights reserved.

Powered by Clickability.
Produced and Managed by Journal Interactive.

http://www.jsonline.com/ontaptoday
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/MKEdiner.html
http://www.jsonline.com/takeover
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/reading.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=09-01-2013&endDate=09-30-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=08-01-2013&endDate=08-31-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=07-01-2013&endDate=07-31-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=06-01-2013&endDate=06-30-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=05-01-2013&endDate=05-31-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=04-01-2013&endDate=04-30-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=03-01-2013&endDate=03-31-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=02-01-2013&endDate=02-28-2013&blogID=28007169
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/archive?archive=y&startDate=01-01-2013&endDate=01-31-2013&blogID=28007169
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222897641.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/MKEdiner.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222870871.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/hiphopblog.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222714871.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/222714871.html#comments
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/reading.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/218840121.html
http://www.jsonline.com/watchdog/watchdogreports/public-assistance-systems-bonuses-open-door-to-fraud-b9986860z1-222835561.html
http://www.jsonline.com/watchdog/watchdogreports/public-assistance-systems-bonuses-open-door-to-fraud-b9986860z1-222835561.html
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bctid=2658476919001
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia/video/?bcpid=13960334001&bctid=2658476919001
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/packers/packers-make-big-change-in-roster-b9986677z1-222751031.html
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/packers/packers-make-big-change-in-roster-b9986677z1-222751031.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/acceptance-is-part-of-the-cure-b9990040z1-222754571.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/acceptance-is-part-of-the-cure-b9990040z1-222754571.html
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/2013-provided-time-in-the-show-for-many-brewers-prospects-b9992177z1-222834571.html
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/2013-provided-time-in-the-show-for-many-brewers-prospects-b9992177z1-222834571.html
http://www.jsonline.com/features/travel/mid-continent-railway-museum-a-railroad-buffs-treasure-b9990113z1-222728441.html
http://www.jsonline.com/features/travel/mid-continent-railway-museum-a-railroad-buffs-treasure-b9990113z1-222728441.html
http://www.jsonline.com/
http://www.mycommunitynow.com/
http://www.livinglakecountry.com/
http://www.metroparentmagazine.com/
http://www.todaystmj4.com/
http://www.620wtmj.com/
http://www.945lakefm.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/privacy/
http://www.jsonline.com/termsofuse/
http://www.jsonline.com/contact/
http://www.jobsatjournalsentinel.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/services/
http://www.jsonline.com/placeanad/
http://www.jsonline.com/general/31308799.html#trackingTechnology
http://www.jsonline.com/advertise/
http://www.jsonline.com/business/pressrelease
http://www.jsonline.com/copyright.html
http://www.clickability.com/
http://www.journalinteractive.com/
http://www.journalinteractive.com/



