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Artist teapots ond

RACINE — Over the last 20
years, the Racine Art Museum
(RAM), 441 Main St., has built one
of the largest public collections of
contemporary artist-made tea-
pots in the United States. With
more than 500 pieces — mostly
made of clay yet also including
metal, fiber and other media —
there are a number of artists sub-
jects and techniques represented.

Open Aug. 7 to July 25, in the
unique street-facing Windows
on Fifth Gallery at RAM, “Some-
one’s Cup of Tea: Contemporary
Teapots from RAM’s Collection”
features a sampling of the muse-
um’s current holdings.

Objects that are used in ritu-
als — and therefore connected
to social and cultural traditions
— have symbolic or metaphoric
significance as well as practi-

Downtown Racine
has live music

RACINE — While many events
have been canceled because of
COVID-19, music has returned
to Downtown Racine.

The Downtown Racine Corp.
is hosting free live music from
a variety of genres every Friday
and Saturday from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
through Aug. 29.

cal function. The teapot can be
a container for liquid but could
also be considered a vessel for
communication and a symbol of
interpersonalrelationships as well
as historic events.

Interested in the past while
looking to investigate and inno-
vate, contemporary artists some-
times use the teapot form spe-
cifically because it is both easily
understood and ripe for experi-
mentation.

Artists such as Ah Leon and
Richard Shaw manipulate clay so
that it looks like other materials.
Their use of trompe l'oeil style
— a French phrase that roughly
translates to “fool the eye” — al-
lows them to reinvent clay teapots
into doppelgangers of objects like
a twisted tree branch, a suitcase,
screws or even a shoe.

This glazed porcelain teapot was made by Sergei Isupov in 1994.

Cindy Kolodziejski and Joan
Takayama-Ogawa explore deco-
rative concepts both in form and

content. Both artists use shiny,
luster glazes that draw the eye
and imply a certain kind of wealth

isplay at RAM

and luxury. Yet their works also
directly challenge the use and
function of a teapot as they create
conceptual objects that examine
the form or serve purposes other
than being actual containers for
tea.

Maintaining more traditional
shapes and a sense of function,
Carmen Collell and Mark Sha-
piro offer somewhat more con-
ventional versions of the teapot,
reflecting their concerns with the
practical as well as the aesthetic.

RAM is open from noon to
4 p.m. Wednesday through Sun-
day. Admission is $7 for adults,
and $6 for seniors 62 and older
and youth 12 and older. There is
no charge for ages 11 and younger
with paid adult admission (max-
imum three). For more informa-
tion, go to ramart.org.

weekend than by sitting along
the banks of a rolling river, and
listening to live music under the
stars? From 6:30 to 9 p.m. on
select dates, the public will have
that opportunity courtesy of Wa-
terford River Rhythms.

Free concerts featuring a va-
riety of regional acts will be held
in Waterford’s Village Hall Park,
123 N. River St., on the Fox River.
People are invited to bring their
lawn chairs, blankets and picnic




