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“Steep and Peep” by Jean Wells of Brown Deer.

Peeps winners named

Exhibition will run
through April 15

JOURMAL TIMES STAFF

RA(:INF ~ The Racine Art
Must
show:
non-traditional exhlhll ionof art
made from or inspired by color-
ful marshmallow Peeps.

Open through April 15, the
RAM 14th Annual Internatio
Teeps Art Exhibition features 14
entries that demonstrate the tal-
ent of 200 artists from across the
country.

Bruce W. Pepich, RAM ex-
ceutive director and curator of
collections, and Kendra Voelz,
RAM  curatorial  assistant,
hosted a virtual awards pre-
sentation via Facebook Live on
March 28,

Awards are hased on clever and
skilled use or representation of

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
“If Peeps Could Fly* by Holly
Ofttum of Racine was selected for
the Racine Art Museum's RAM
Postcard Award.

Prairie, “Peep Lily"; Korinthia
Klein, Milwaukee, “The Picture
of Dorian Peep”; Alison Wojahn,

RACINE ART MUSEUM PHOTOS

“The Library of Banned Books" by Andrew Kornitzer and Kathryn

O'keefe of Milwaukee.
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Amazon
worker

accused
of theft

Reportedly used
fuel cards for
personal purchases

JOURNAL TIMES STAFF

RACINE — An Amazon em-
ployee has been accused of
fraudulently using Amazon fuel
cards.

Jario E. Reves Palencia, 43, of
the 3600 block
of South 22nd
Street, Milwau-
kee, was charged
with a felony
count of theftina
business setting
between $5,000-
$10,000.

| Palencla According to
a criminal com-
plaint, in March investigators

spoke with an Amazon employee
about fraudulent use of Amazon
fuel cards between December
and February.

The employee reportedly said
that workers had permission to
use Amazon’s fuel cards for com-
pany delivery trucks, but not for
personal use.

The complaint said an inves-
tigator learned that Palencia al-
legedly had used the cards to get
gas at three different locations
totaling $6,556.64

Palencia reportedly admitted

Please see AMAZON, Page B2

Two charged
in thefts from
local retailers

Peeps in adult, children and Kenosha, “Peep Kong." JOURNAL TIMES STAFF
group categories. The winners MOUNT PLEASANT — Two
include: Young Peeples Division men are accused of taking items
(under 13) from Walmart on several ocea-
Adult Division sions and attempting to do the
® First Peep: Jean Wells, W First Peep: Jack Thompson, ... " S same at Pick ‘n Save.
Brown Deer, “Stecpand Peep?” . Racine, “The Great Barrier Peep? V/CEN! Van Peep and the Antonio L. Turncr, 53, of Ra~

W Second Peep: mbuy Peck,
Hartland, “Octopeep.’
B Third Peep: Susan Buhler,

W Second  Peep: Iszbella
Aviles, Mount Pleasant, “snappy
the Shark.”

Morning Stars” by Yvonne Mayer
of Racine.

and Kathryn O'Keefe, Milwau

cine, was charged
with two felony
counts of re

Racine, @ Third Peep: Marie Roosa, kee, “Ihe Library of Banned tail theft inten-
& Honor mention: Betsy Racine, “American Peeps.” Bocks. tionally taking
Kinkema, aukee, “Pee . ® Second Peep: Stephanie SUMHMINENNG 2 between $500
ponardo Da Vinci”; Veronica Group Division Sreat Barrier Peep” by Jack $5,000, and a
Gagliano  Averkamp, Spring W First Peep: Andrew Konitzer Please see PEEPS, Page 82 Thompson of Racine, misdemeanor
| count of retail

. N— ai— [ Turner theit  altering

Will assume new
UW-Parkside
role on June 9

role June 9.

He is replac-
ing Debbie Ford,
who is leaving to
become chan-
cellor of Indi-

UW-Parkside and actoss the
UW System” said University
of Wisconsin System President
Jay Rothman. “We will miss
her tremendously. I am pleased
Scott has agreed to serve as in-

resources, budget development
nd management, capital plan

facilities management,
university police, accounting
services, cashier operations,
procurement and risk manage-

®

price less than or equal to $500.

Christopher A, Williams, of
the 1800 block
of Blake Ave-
nue, Racine, was
charged with four
felony  counts
of bail jump-
ing, two felony
counts of retail
theft intention-

Wwilllams

JOURMAL TIMES STAFF ana University terim chancellor. He will ensure ment. | ally taking be-

MADISON — Scott Menke has . Southeast in asmooth transition while we find “I have been fortunate tobe | tween $500-$5,000, and mis-
been named interim chancellor Menke New Albany,Ind. anew leader” part of a strong leadership team demeanor counts of retail theft
ot the University of Wiscon- Fordhasbeenthe  Menke has served as vice at UW-Parkside Menke said. “1 intentionally taking less than or

sin-Parkside.
Menke, who is ¢

srrently vice

chancellor for finance and ad-
ministration, will begin the new

chancellor at UW-Parkside since
2009.

“Chancellor Ford has been
a champion for students at

3 DAYS | May 12-14, 2023
Flat Iron Park | 201 Wrigley Drive | Lake Geneva

chancellor for finance and ad

ministration at UW-Parkside
since fune 2018, providing lead -
ership and oversight for human

am both humbled and honored
to continue working with the

Please see MENKE, Page B2

3RD ANNUAL LAKE GENEVA

BACON FEST!

Creative Bacon Dishes | Live Music | Cash Bar

REGEKL Nivs | st () [N

GET YOUR TICKETS OR LEARN MORE NOW AT BACONFESTWI.COM!

equal to $500 and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Please see THEFTS, Page B2
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EXTENSIGN RACINE CDU?
New aquatic invasive species spreading in southeastern Wisconsin

SCOTTMCCOME
Extension Racine County

Starry stonewort (nitellop-
s obtusa), an invasive alga
that can significantly harm
aquatic ecosystems, is start -
ing to make its way across
‘nkes and rivers in southeast -
ern Wisconsin,

Originally from Europe
and Asia, starry stonewaort
was first identified in North
America in 1978 in the St.
Lawrence River.

.he species was uninten-
Jonally introduced through
he discharge of contami-
aated ship ballast wa-
ter. Since then, it has spread
west across the Great Lakes
region infesting waters as far
a5 Minnesota and Wisconsin,

Starry stonewort was first
confirmed in Wisconsin in
2014 at Little Muskugo Lake
n neighboring Waukesha
County.

Since then, it has been
documented on 27 other
lakes, including four in
southeast Wisconsin  —
Long Lake (2015), Wind Lake
(2017), Camp Lake (2021) and

“UBMITTED

Starry stonewort Is similar in appearance to other native
grass-like algae such as stonwaorts and musk-grass, It can
be distinguished from other plants by its star-shaped bulbils

found in lake and riverbeds.

Lake Dennon (2022).

It is likely that starry
stonewort has spread to ad-
ditional waters where it has
yet tobe discovered.

How to identify

Starry stonewort is similar
inappearance to other native
grass-like algae such as ston-
worts and musk-grass, both
of which can be found in
Wisconsin, It can be distin-
guished from other plants by

itsstar-shaped bulbils found
inlake and riverbeds.

The species can grow up
to 7 feet tall with five to eight
branches growing from each
stem. It favors shallow to
deeplakes and slow-moving
streams, such as calm waters
near boat launches.

Why is it invasive?

Like most invasive aguatic
plants, starry stonewort
forms dense mats at and

L -

below the water's surface.
This can inhibit water rec~
reationists and impede the
movement of breedmg fish
and waterfowl.

The dense stands can over -
take waterbeds and outcom-
pete native aguatic plants,
potentially lowering diver
sity and reducing the overall
health of aguatic ccosystem.

Recause starry stonewort
has the potential to cause
such significant envimn
mental or

equipment,

Preventing the spread

The most important ac-
tion people can take to pre~
vent the spread of starry
stonewort and other aquatic
invasive species is to inspect
their boal, trailers and equip-
ment and remove all attached
ayvatic plants or animals be~
fore launching, after loading
and before leaving a launch
site.

“They sh Il water

i drais

THE JOURNAL TS

Current control meth-
ods have not been shown to
have a measurable impact on
starry stonewort,

Herbicide treatments
may help toreduce biomass
in small areas but have also
been shown to stimulate
bulbil growth. Mechani-
cal removal, such as hand
pulling or weed harvest-
ing, can also reduce bio-
mass but can create plant
f that can further

harm to human health, it h
listed as prohibited in Wis-
consin.

This means it is it {llegal to
transport, possess, transfer
orintroduce the species.

How does it spread?
Starry stonewort can easily
spread from one body of wa-
terto another by transferring
the star-shaped bulbils or
fragments of the plant.
‘These fr: can at-

fromboats, motors and other
equipment; never move live
fish from a waterbody; dis-
pose of unvanted bait in the
trash, not the water: rinse wa-
tercratts and all fishing equip-
ment with hot (104 degrees
or higher) tap water, or thor-
oughly dry boats and fishing
equipment (leave them out-
side i the sun for five days
before going to new waters).
People should report sus-
cted < of starry

tach to watercrafts (boats,
canoes and kayaks), trailers,
docks, boat lifts, anchors
or any other water-related

stonewort to the DNR or
their county aquatic invasive
species coordinator immedi-
ately.

spread the species to other
areas of the water or other
waterbodies.

Any treatment should be
undertaken withtheapproval
of a DNR biologist.

For more  information
about preventing starry
stonewort and other aquatic
invasive specics insoutheast
Wisconsin, contact Scott
McComb at mecomb@aqua.

Scott McCom is the aquatic
invasive species outreach
specialist for the Wisconsin
Sea Grant Institute.

Kenosha approves Uline distribution center

DANIEL GAITAN
Lee Newspapers

the Kenosha City Coun-
cil approved a conditicnal
use permit for a 1.4 million
square-foot Uline distribu-

to heavy manufacturing.
The site sits west of the
Uline campus and is set to
become a part of the large
network of buildings along
the bustling 1-94 corridor.

tion facility y evening.
Alders voted overwhelm-~
ingly for the Pleasant Prai-
rie-based company’s latest
expansion ona nearly 40 -acre
parcel at 128th Avenue and
38th Strect that was recently
rezoned from agriculture use

The new di cen-
ter will be larger by several
thousand square-feet than
Amazon's fulfillment center
on the other side of 1-94.
According to documents
submitted to the city its
appearance would “closely

match” the company’s ex-
isting buildings. A develop-
er's agreement will still be
required for construction of
acceleration/deceleration
lanes and a turn lane al the
entrance of 128th Avenue.
The company, now one of
the area's largest employers,
has continually expanded its
presence throughout Keno-
sha County sinceit relocated
headqua

B

The company also pur-
chased several hundred acres
of land adjacent toits existing
campus last year.

Approved by alders
The City Council voted 12
to3in favor of the conditional
use permit with Alds. Holly
Kangas, Brandi Ferree and
Rollin Pizzala voting against
it. Alds. Kelly MacKay and
Keith Rosenb abuonk

£
Wauxeyn Ill ,in 2010.

Ald. Dominic Ruffalo said

Uline has been “a good com~
pany” and “good to Kenosha”
and was happy to support it.

“It's a good place to work
for. Their buildings are neat,
clean, orderly. The landscape
is impeccable)” Ruffalo said.
“They do a lot for the com-
munity and they do a lot for
nonprofits around Kenosha
that most people don't know
about”

Ruffalo, who represents
the area where the new dis-

tribution center would be lo~
cated, said the center would
be the company’s largest in
the state.

“T'm in favor of it” Ruffalo
said.

Kangas said she couldn’t
support “any more Uline
buildings it it’s not better
for the environment” and
questioned why portions of

distribution cen-
ter couldn't be run on solar
energy.

Men accused of defiling woman’s license appear at Intake Court

DAMIEL GAITAN
Lee Newspapers

The two men accused of
defiling a woman’s driver’s
Ticense at a Kenosha car deal -
exship and making & video
of the act made their initial
appearances at Intake Court
Tuesday afternoon.

Bryan Slaven, of Milwau-
kee, and Zachary Brugioni, of
Lake Forest, I1l., were charged
March 21 in Kenos!m County
Circuit court with misde-
meanors of being party to a
crime (theft), criminal dam-
agetoproperty and disorderly
conduct for their alleged in-
volvement in the Feb. 25 inci
dent at NH Auto Sales, 9000

Sheridan Road.

The theft and property
damage charges carry fines
of up to $10,000 each or up
tonine months in pr'wou. or
both. The disorderly conduct

ham«mnavnthzﬁmo(up

and said they are to have no
contact with the woman. The
men, who are business part -

ners, may have enntmt wﬂh

complaint.

Jefferson said she later
contacted the dealership and
spol.e with Slaven, who she

hother butnot
case without their attomeys
present.

to$1,
in jail, or both. Roth 26-year-
olds pleaded not guilty.
On'Tuesday, Assistant Dis~
trict Attorney Timothy Martin
asked for cash bonds and for
Slaven and Brugioni to haveno
contact with each other. Mar-
tin alsoasked that they haveno
contact with the woman.
Court Commissioner Lo~
ren Kealing imposed $1,000
signature bonds onboth men

follow through with clo:

it causes

Attorney at Law
CLEANITUP

{tis important that a spouse or  personal representative

so that matiers can be cleared up properly.
deceased’s interest is not removed from real estate,
ry delays and

out a deeedent’s cstate
I the

future

Pruitt Zabkowicz S,

professional service.

probates. There's a document called a Tormination of
Decedent’s Interest which will remove a person’s life
estate or interest from a property owned with a spouse
or other individuals. [tis important to have this interest
removed so that upon the (uiure sale or transfer of the
property everything will go smoothly. Other personal
property is removed from the decedent’s name with a
Fransfer by Affidavit for $50,000 and under. The State
of Wisconsin recognizcs this as a non-probate transfor,
and should be unlized w0 clear out any personal
property ownership of vehicles or bank accounts
that are still in the name of the deccased person. For
[urther help with this information. please comtact
. at 262-633
website at pruittlawoffices.com. Our office is located
at 731 Main Strect in Racine. We awe yowr partners for

301 or through our

www.pruittlawoffices.com

Pretrial for
both men are set for June 14
before [udge Anthomy Milis-

uskas.

Criminal c lai

ded asifhedidn't
hmw what she was talking
about, according tothecom-
plaint.

Jefferson said she offered
10 pay $5 to have the driver's
license mailed to her because
ahel!ved out of town and that

ingonit.

Jefferson provided the
video to a Kenosha police
detective who reviewed the
46-second video, noting that
thelicense was bent “multiple
times” before being placed on
the bumper of a truck “to be
urinated on” according tothe
criminal complaint.

‘The video was labeled with
the name and city of the car

Leah jefferson, the woman
whose driver’s license was
defiled, reported to police
that she had gone to test
drive a car at the dealarship
on Feb, 25 and had to provide
her driver's license, but for~
¥ottorctricveit when sheloft,
She did |ml purchase a vehi
cle, to the criminal

speakto

her further about it, accord-~

ing to the complaint.

Jetferson said that later she
‘was contacted on Instagram
by someone she didn't know
who told her about a video
po«tm to Snapchat that
bending her

According to the com-
plaint, Jefferson denied hav-
ing “any type of confronta
tion” with Slaven.

A day after the incident,
Brugioni reportedly con-
tacted the detective who had

Wisconsin driver's license in
halfand Jse urinat -

been trying to contact Slaven,
According to the com-
plaint, Brugioni, who said he

was a co-owner of NH Auto
Sales, confirmed that Jeffer-
sonhad been at the dealership
and said she had indicated to
Slaven that she planned to
buy the vehicle.

Brugioni reportedly said
that he and Slaven became
frustrated that the woman
did not buy the vehicle and
that she was loud when
talking about things that were
wrong with the vehicle <he
test drove, causing another
customer toback out of a sale.

Brugioni admitted to the
detectivethat he had urinated
onthelicense and that Slaven
had bent it, according to the
complaint.

Polive recovered the dam-
age driver’s license four days
later,

Thefts

From 81

According 1o & eriminal
complaint, on March 19, an
officer was sent to Walmart
al 3049 S, Oakes Road after
areport of a retail theft.

It was alleged that Wil-
liamns had taken a vacuum
and amicrowave worth $478.

On March 24, Turner and
Williams are accused of
entering the same Walmart
and taking a carpet cleaner,
a vacuum and an air fryer,
worth $676. The two got in
a Suburban and left.

The complaint said that
on March 26, Turner and
Williams were dropped oft
at the Walmart and they are
accused of taking two vac-

uums and a air fryer worth
$700.

On Thursday, the two
men were arrested near
the Pick ‘n Save at 2820 S.
Green Pay Road.

During a search of the
vehicle, two bottles of Jose
Cucrvo and Hennessy that
were reportedly taken from
the store were found.

The complaint also said
Williams had a glass pipe
in his pocket.

Turner was given a
$1,000 signature bond and
Williams was given a $400
cash bond in Racine County
Circuit Court on Friday.
Both have a preliminary
hearing scheduled for April
12 ut the Racine County Law
Enforcement Center, online
court records show.

Amazon

From 81

that he began touse the fuel
card for his personal use
about sevenymonths earlier,
and that he oblained other
employee’s PINs to conduct
the scheme.

Palencia was given a
$1,000 signature bond
in Racine County Circuit
Court on Iriday.

A preliminary hear-
ing is  scheduled for
April 19 at the Racine
County Law Enforcement
Center, online court records
show.

Peeps

Peeps art exhibition en-

bie and Courtnie Poppie,
Kenosha. “Spider Peep
Stops the Train’

RAM Postcard Award
® Holly Ottum, Racine,
“If Peeps Could Fly”

City of Racine
Mayor’s Choice
Award

Yvonne Mayer, Racine.
“Vincent Van Peep and the
Morning Stars””

Inaddition to the awards
selected by RAM, visitors
are invited to vote for their
favorite creation, naming
one popular artwork wor-
thy of the coveted PEEPles
Choice Award.

Guests are allowed a sin-
fle vote per visit and the
award will be announced
after the exhibition closes.

Over the vears, many

trants have become experts

From Bl in marshmallow candy as &

material, using methods

Lazzeroni and Henry like rarvug painting, hole

Sc Racine, “C: np- , gluing and meit-

tain Peepmo and Ned Fight ing to manipulate Peeps
the Giant Squid.” inte shapes.

- d  Peep: Bob-  While the seasonal candy

is still the most common
material, the 14th anni-
versary show also includes
pieces made in various
other media,

Out-of - state enthusiasts
and other would-be mu-
seum visitors are invited to
view the exhibition during a
Live Virtual Tour of exhibi-
tion on the RAM Facebook
page at 1la.m. Tuesday,
April 11,

The virtual awards cere~
mony is available to watch
on demand on Facebook,
YouTube and the RAM
website,

The Racine Art Museum
isopen fromnoonto4 pan.
Wednesday through Sat-
urday. Admission is $10 for
adults, and $8 for senior
citizens 62 and older and
students,

Gotoramart org for more
information.

Menke

From 81

team as interim chancellor.
Under the leadership of Dr.

Debbic Ford, the university
developed a strong track re-
cord of providing students
with a transformative ed-

uranonal experience and
serving thy

Menke hays served in var-
ious roles at UW-Parkside
since 2004.

Prior to that he provided
financial management and

ing services to small

business owners and entre-
preneurs, served as chief
financial officer for two
companies and worked for
a national public account-
ing company.



